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70 the Right ane ae 

_ Arthar Onſlow, Eſq; , 
Speaker of the Honourable, 
| Houſe of CO MMO NS. 


OUR Speech. to the King, at the 
Rijing of the Parliament, on pre- 
« ſenting the Money-Bilts to enable His 
Majeſty to carry ow the War againſt 
Spain with Vigour, was judged by thoſe 
who heard it, to be perfettly becoming 
 xhe publick Character you ſuſtain ; and 
could not have been deliverd with 
any Dignity, but by a Gentleman who 
in his private Character has at all Times 
been diſtinguiſhed by his Love to his 
Country, and his Abilities to ſerve it. 
In few Words, it was judged by all the 
well meaning Hearers, to be  ſeaſonable, 

AZ wiſes 


well as the warm and 


(4) 
wiſe, and honeſt ; having all the Marks of 
Duty and Affection to His Majeſty, as 

Sen- 
liments of a loyal and ore Patriot. 
For which Reaſons, Sir, and from pri- 
vate Motives of Gratitude, I chuſe to 
addreſs to you, with the greateſt Ree 
ſpef, this Account of the Riſe of the 
War with Spain in 1218: :. Hhich be- 
ing grounded upon Fatts, has neceſſarily 
ſome Things in it in common with that 
maſterly Performance, intitlud An Ac- 
count of the Expedition of the Britiſp 
Fleet to Sicily in 1718; 1719, and 
1720 : But was drawn up with 4a diffe- 
rent View; that Writer declaring. in 


Hi, Dedication, that he declined entring 


into the Policy of the Councils which 
produced the War he deſcribed, his o 
Deſign being to ſhew what Orders Ad- 
mical Byng received, and how well he 
executed them; whereas the Arcaunt, I 
preſent. to you, Sir, was written with 
no.other Deſign, than to ſet forth thoſe 
Councils and Proceedings which mant 
feſtly produced that War. 
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An Recent ofthe N 
_ of the War with 9 5 


in 7. 


» N Excellent Writer hank ſtated 
| in a clear View, the ſtrong Mea- 


fares ſettled by the Grand Alliance 
for the laſting Good of Europe, and the 
_ pernicious Conſequences departing 
from thoſe Meafures, when Peace came 
to be treated at Urrechr ; I cannot begin 
better than by tranſcribing his Words. 


The Treaty of Grand Alliance be- 


* rween the Emperour, Great Britain, 
and the States General, made 7 Fepr. 

* 1701, did (in Imitation of that of 1689) 
« wiſely provide, that whether the Sati(- 
faction and Security aimed at by the con- 
« tratting Parties, ſhould be obtained by 
* amicable Compatt without "a" War, or 

* by Treaty, of Peace after a War, there 
* ſhould remain between the ſaid Parties 


a perpetual Defenſrue Alliance for the : 


* Guaranty 77 fuch Compat? or Treaty. 
The 
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(6) 
The War was vigorouſly and chearfully 
ſupported, and attended with ſuch a Se- 
ries of wonderful Succeſſes, that nothing 
but the moſt unpardonable Ignorance 
and groſs Miſmanagement, or the worſt 
Deſigns, could have prevented the fi- 
niſhing that Courſe of Glory with a 
Peace that might have been ſafe and 
honourable to all the Allies, and anfwer 
the Expence of ſo much Blood and 
Treaſure, and the Advantage of ſo many 
Victories and Congueſts. If ſucks; a 
general Peace, comprehending all the 
Partics of the Grand Alliance, had been 
made at Utrecht, they would, by the 
mutual Guaranty, a Guaranty ſo. uſeful 
or rather neceſſary for all of them, have 
remained as ſtrictly united in Time of 
Peace as in War; the Proteſtant Suc- 


ceſſion, our Poſſeſſions, and the Rights 


of our Trade, with the Balance and 
Tranquility of Europe, might have reſt- 
ed ſecurely on this ſolid and durable 
Foundation. 


perpetuating this ſtrict Union, broke it 
to Pieces. The ancient and natural 
Confidence (which makes the Life and 
Eſſence of all Confederacies) between 
England and Holland, was deſtroyed ; 
the. Emperor left in open War with 

« France, 


n 


p 7) | 
France, and in a State of War with 
< Spain; the Claims to the Spaniſh Mo- 
© narchy, which had occaſioned the War, 
continuing on either Side to be ſtill in- 
« ſiſted on: And the Tranquility of Es- 
rope was left entirely dependent upon 2 
© Convention of Neutrality for Ha, and 
the Evacuation of Catalonia. [ So far 
that Writer. } 289 | 


IT was on the 14th of March 1713, 
X.. that that Convention was conclu- 
died at Utrecht, between the Plenipoten- 
tiaries of the Emperor and the King of 
France and his Allies,” and thoſe of the 
Queen of Great Britain. Her Majeſty 
being, at ber own Deſire, conſtituted 
Guarantee thereof: And the moſt Chriſ- 
tian King, the other chief Contractot in 
the Treaty, engaging for the due Obſer- 
vance of it. 3 85 
The Preamble ſays, that this Conven- 
tion was made ad maturandum Paci 
Negotium, & quo citins Bella & que 
exinde oboriri ſolent mals, finiantar ; 
and by the 11th Article it Was ſtipulated,” - 
that this Neutrality ſhould laſt e ad 
futuram pacem cum Gallia e of 


The Convention for the Neutrality be- 
ing thus by the Parties contracting  refer- 
ted to the next Treaty of "Peace with 

> TO , France, 


58 
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France, it came neceſſarily to be conſi- 
dered at the making of the Treaty. at & a- 
between the Emperor and France; 
when thoſe Powers, purſuing the known 
Deſign and Intention of all the Parties con- 


cern d in the Treaty of Neutrality of Italy, 1 | 


which was the putting an End to the 
Evils of War, a eftabliſhing Peace) 
reſolved to do it effectually, by making 
that Treaty of Neutrality perpetual : And 


| leſt they hond weaken it in any Degree, 


by incorporating the Subſtance or Tenogr 
of it into the Treaty they were ſettling ; 
they judged it ſafeſt for preventing Mi- 
ſtakes, to declare and ſtipulate by the 
zoth Article, that the whole Convention 
of Neutrality made at Utrecht, in its 
own Terms and Fotm, ſhould be deem- . 


ed to be recited intire in the Treaty, of 


Rafiad and ſhould: remain inviolable. 
1 Treaty was ſigned March G, 17 14, 

The Convention for the Neutrality 
of Italy, and the Evacuation of Catelo- 
nia, Was, at the particular Deſire of the 
King of Spam, and in his Fayour, pro- 
poſed and brought to Perfection by Queen 
Anse; as appears by the Inſtructions of 
her Plenipotentiaries, the Letters of her 
Miniſters, and the Convention itſelf. 
And by her Majeſty's Order Sir Tame, 
IM" Wiſbart 


4 


bY (9) 
Wiſhart failed from Spithead the 25th 
of March 1714, O. 8. with a Squadron 
of Men of War for the Mediterranean. 
Upon what Initances and for what Ser- 
vice this Squadron was ſent, we are 
informed by the Report of the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, printed in 1715, xx. 
r Patrick Lawleſs ia September 
1713, preſented a Memorial, ſetting 
forth, that the Catalans an Mae 
cans bad not ſubmitted themſelves 10 
the King of Spain's Obedience, and in. 
terrupted a Commerce and Corve/- 
pondencs in the Mediterranean; and. 
fubmitted it to the Confderation 
the Queen, not only as Guarantee of 
the Treaty of Evataation, but as it 
concerned: the Intereſt” Great Britain; 
and therefore his Catholick Majeſry 
hoped the Queen wand order a H. 
dron of ber Ships to reduce bis . 
jetts to their Obedience, and thereby 
 compleat the Tranquility | of Spain and 
of the Mediterrancan Commerce. 


A Fleet was accordin ad out 
ingly ut Com- 
c 


for the Mediterranean 
_ mand d & James Willhart, 
| firſt Inſiruftions bear Date the "38h 
of February, and. the Additional the 


18/h of Mach oe one Article 


— 


( 10) | 

2 which Infiruttions vas in the foh 
owing Words. e have direfied, that 
a: Copy of the Convention made at 
Utrecht for - the Evacuation of Cata-- 
lonia, and i rs the Neutra- 


lity of Italy, Gould be put into your 
Han We eafily fora thai Roa 
C omplaints will 2 made, and that 
many Diſputes cui ariſe, concerning 
the Performance or Infraciun of that 
Convention, whereof we made our ſe lues 
Contractor and Guarantee in /0 "I 
particular a Manner. Hherefore we 
think fit to require and command you, 
io endiavour upon all Occafions to re- 
dreſs am Thing that nay be dane 
contrary to it, mt to enforce a fri 
_ © Obſervance of- it in all its Paris. I 
. © He muas alſo inrusted to repair ub 
the Fleet before Barcelona, then be- 
ſieged by the "Spaniards, and demand 
immediate Payment of the Yale of of the 
uren s Stores in 2 Town, of 4 IK. 
fcient Security for Payment in ſome 
. reaſonable Fime\; to take care by the 
ftrongeft Repre/entations, to inducs the 


| Regency of Barcelona Jo accept of the 


"Terms that fbould be obtain d for them ; 
to take all the neceſſary Meiſures fur 
ſuant to the Queens Intention to put 
an "End 10 the” Confu uw reigning. in 
"or 


— 


( 1), 

thoſe: Parts, and all proper MeTHops 

of Per$VAsION, to inducs the Inbabi- 

fans of Majorca #o ſubmit to the 

Terms that fbould be offered them; 

"and m caſe of Refuſal, to 22 his 
Squadron in countenancing and afſift- 

i all Attempts, which might be made 
for reducing them to a due Obedience. 

He came before Barcelona in the 
Beginning of July, and the ſame Re- 
port of the Committee of Secrecy tells 
us, hat be not only -threatned" and 
terrified the Regency of Barcelona : > 
that M. Grimaldo hauing fign 
bim from the King of Sig, + that al Ko 
the King's Ships of War being employ- 
” before Barcelona, his Majeſty could 

t fend any of them to meek. bis 
Flats then coming Home, and there oy 
fore defired the Admiral to ſend three I; 
of his to meet it; be did accordingiy | 
furniſh = 6 three Ships defired of bim, 
that the King's Ships might not bs talen 
3 the Service againſt the Catalans. 

The Treaty of Rafiad was made by 
Prince Eugene and the Marſhal de Villars, 
the two Generals of the Imperial and 
French Armies. But as that JunQure did 
not afford Time (ſays the 33d Article) to 
the Emperor, to conſult the Electors 

| Princes and States of the Empire, nor te 
| B 2 | them 


— 


| (12) | 

them to conſent in the uſual Forms in 
the Name of the whole Empire, to the 
Conditions of the Treaty; it was there» 
fore agreed, that by a ſubſequent Treaty, 
to be ſet on Foot by the iſt of May next 
enſuing, a general Peace ſhould be ſo- 
lemaly ſettled between the Emperor, the 
Empire, and the moſt Chriſtian King. 
Accordingly three Imperial and three 
French Plenipotentiaries, of which 
Prince Eugene and the Marſhal de Vi. 
lars were the chief, concluded that 
more ſolemn Treaty at Baden the yth of 
September. 1714, and the Powers then 
treating made an Article in the very 
ſame Words as beſore in the Treaty of 
Raſtad, declaring that the Convention 
for the Neutrality of [#aly ſhould be 
deemed to be recited intite and confirmed 
in the Treaty of Baden 

EK Gr ORO ſucceeding to the Obli- 
gations Queen Anne had entred into for 
maintaining the ſaid Convention of Neu- 
trality as Guarantee, did in the Beginning 
of April 1713, by the Earl of Star, pro- 
poſe to the moſt Chriſtian King, che inter- 
poſing his own good Offices with the Em- 
peror, and thoſe of the King of France 
with his Grandſon the King of ain, and 
the ſetting on Foot a Treaty, for compo- 
ling in an amicable Way all Differences, 
Vat | in 


* 


WE 
cluded at Utrceby for-evicuiting” Ch- 


. (13) 


in order to the eyecunting the Iſlendu'er 3 


83 and Fuica, as id for the more 
Execution of the form Treaty oas- 


talonia.. 


On the reth-of h 191.5, the Chi. 


dinal d Giudice, then chief Minifter nc 
the Court of Madrid, acquainted "ie, 
Methuen ( now Sir P Mathers] who 


hed, purſuant to his Infttadtions; rode 
Inſtances in Behalf of the" Mayjorcoms, 


That bis Catholick Majeſty hum bits 


informed by. the King bis Graul/Miher 


of the prefing Inflances the Eart of Stair 


of France, had out of is particalar Re- 
gard e the Ng of Great Britain, Jof# 
COON uf robe 3. 
 Chriflian Majeſty," and left it eobally ta 

bim, Jing % — 1. coficur i 
any Thing" fer bis Pritannick Majefly's 


Seti fads. 
7 1715, Mr. . 


9 


On the 16th of 
thuen found it neteſſary to write x Let- 


ter to the Cardinal in the following . 


Terms. 
I 
Aving arne 


by my Letters from: 


what has paſſed af Paris betqueen the 


Earl of Stair” and the Marqueſs os - 


Torcy, 


— — 


had made an that u at the Court - 


Barcelona, hat notwithſtanding 


A 614) 
Totey, and the Plus which my Lord 
Senait Ras put into the Hands of that 
Marqueſs "for ibe Evacuation - of the 
: Fea; flajorca and Ivica, | bis Cu- 
bolick Maighy bas ordered anew his 
Generals i Catalonia to reduce the 
Hand of Majorca by Force, and that 
roops are attually imbarking for that 
Enterprize, without having any Regard 
#0 the Offices of the King of Great Bri- 
tain, which have been paſſed at Paris 
by My Lord Stair, and by me bere on 
Ba ges, 
nd my ſelf obliged by the King 
| 2 Maſter's Ges and by my . 
rutiions, to deſire your Eminence to 
Se pleaſed to repreſe ont to bis Catbolick 
Mazefty, that the King of Great Britain 
bas commanded me to X bs Inflances to 
bis Catbolick Maje in bis Name, to 
move him to have the'Goodneſs. tp grant 


to the Inhabitants of the Hland of Ma. 


orca their Ancicht Privileges which 
they enjoyed under the Kings his Pre- 
deceſſors. 
To which the Cardinal returned this 
Anſwer the 21ſt of une 1715. 
Immediately put into the King's 
Hands the Letter which \your Ex- 
cellen an zprote to me the 16th 'of bis 


Month, upon your having learned mm 
" 


630 

die Meine bad rw Orders fr i 
ducing 8 rs; and. the R 
King being fully " informed of © uhat _ 
your” Excellency deſired me to m 
Arats on that Subjef, orders me to tell 
ur Excellency, that fince the” fins It 
Rances on the Part of my Lort " tair | 
#0 bis moſt Chriſtian Majeſty to f. 
litate the Reduction of Majorca, "by 
Means of a Treaty and without 1 
ceeding to Force, bis Majeliy bas found - 
4 great Incongruity in that PY 
tion; becauſe. it brings to bi Ming 
perfeftly, r Obligation England d 
under to perform the Guaranty for 
the Evacuation of Catalonia, - without 
any Conditions; and that Twitbout B. 
ving taken Care 10 make good its Pro- 
miiſes, that Crown has ſuffered, if not 
| 5 in Contr avention of the Tr 

Evacuation, contimual Supplies 
— Proviſions and Troops to 
be c ed into that Iſland; at a Tome, 
when by the Neighbourhood of Mahon, 
the King. bad Reaſon to cup the 
_ Engliſh would” have bindrcd it, as „. 
3ng contrary to the Guaranty of ile 
Evacuation. But notwithſtanding theſe . 
Refletiions ſo well grounded, be 1 5 
ficed bis Reſentments to the Inffances 


of bis moſt Chriftian Majeſty, * 7 


C16) 
| that My Lord Stair ould have leave to 
explain his Propoſitions. For which 
Neaſan, and becauſe he bas already com- 
municated his Reſolutions to bis molt 
 Chriftian Majeſty, be does not think fit 
af preſent to declare them in different 
Places; eſpecially judging it to be ir- 
regular, that the ſame Negociation 
foould be tranſatted by different Miniſ- 
ters. In Conſequence of which bis Ma- 
gefiy orders me to tell your Excellen- 
ty, that. you may ſpare yourſelf the 
Trouble of Repeating your Inftances, be- 
Cauſe it is the moſt Chriſtian King who 
is to declare bis Majeſty's Determinati- 
ons in this Matter. | | 
In Fact, Span went on with a high 
Hand, fighting what was negociating at 
Paris, and reduced Majorca by Force. 
However, his Britannick Majeſty's Gua- 
ranty of the Neutrality was in this Cafe 
aſſerted, (to the generous Purpoſe of 
moving the King of Spam to have the 
Goodneſs fo grant to the Inbabitants of 
Majorca heir ancient Prwileges) and 
was acknowledged, tho illuded. ' f 
Be it . re obſerved, that the Guaranty 
of Great Britain, and the Engagements 
entred into by France in the Convention 
at Utrecht for the Neutrality, was all 
that was vital and of any Significancy in 


5 


2 


(1 


it: ſor. the Emperor and the King of : 
Spain would not own or treat with cacti 
other; and therefore. the Guarantee uns 
dertook to obli ge. both Parties to abide 
by it: For 55 fame Reaſon, that en- 
tire Convention was made a Part of the 
Treaties of Raſad and Baden, the Em- 
peror and the King of Spain fill neither 
owning nor treating with each other. 
_ His Bir#tannuk Majeſty therefore na- 
turally made the firſt Propoſal in Favour 
of the Majorcans to the King of France, 
as the other chief Contractor in the Cons 
vention for the Neutrality : And the Ca- 
tholick King as naturally declared at firft, . 
he would impower and entruſt his moſt 
Chriſtian Majeſty to ſettle Terms for the 
Majorcans with the King of Great Bri- 
tain; which wab very propetly referring 
all Matterof Diſpute to thoſe two Powers 
who had the * of interpoſing and 
deciding. 

Be it alſo obſerved, that Mr. Methuen's 
Inftances for granting to the. Majorcans 
* ancient Priviteges which they had 

njoyed under the former Hines, was 
founded on the th Article of the Con- 
vention for the Eyacuation of Catalons 
and Neutrality of Italy; by which Her 
Majeſty. and the moſt Chriſtian King 
bound themſelyes expreſly to uſe their 

C Officid 


(18) 
Officia quam effcaciſſima, their moſt efſec- 
tual Offices, to get the Privileges of the 
Catalans, and of. the Inhabitants of Ma- 
jorca and Ivica granted and preſerved to 
them: And therefore the Cardinal was 
wrong in affirming, that England was 
obliged to perform the Guaranty for the 
- Evacuation of Catalonia, without any 
Conditions. | 
Beſides the Guaranty of the Treaty of 
Neutrality of Italy, the King of Great- 
Britain ſtood: obliged by a Treaty of 
Alliance with the Emperor made at 
Weſtminſter the 25th of May 1716, and 
Which was communicated to the King of 
Spain in July that Year by Mr. Bubb 
[now Mr. e N to aſſiſt the Em- 
peror, if any Part of the Dominions 
. which his Imperial Majeſty poſſeſſed, 
ſhould be attacked, (the Caſe of War 
with the Turks excepted ;) the Empe- 
ror engaging to furniſh /;ke Aſſiſtance to 
his Majeſty, if any Part of the Domi- 
nions he poſſeſſed ſhould be attacked. 
* This Treaty, conſidering the Neig 
bourhood of the Auſtrian Netherlands, 
and the Number of Imperial Forces 
conſtantly maintained there, was very 
prudently made after the Rebellion 
here in 1715, to which it was entire- 
ly owing. 


By 


(19) 
By the foregoing Deduction of Facts, 
it appears, | A 

That the late Queen AnNe's Miniſ- 
ters, who made the Convention of Neu- 
trality, did actually put in Execution 
her Guaranty of it: And that KN 
GEORGE on his happy Acceſſion, aſſerted 
the ſame Convention in Favour of the 
Majorcans; and made a Treaty with the 
Emperor, which corroborated that Con- 
vention, 

We muſt now change the Scene. 

The Turks having attacked the Yene- 
tans in 1715, in a little Time made 
great Conqueſts. Elevated with their 
Succeſs, they threatned to inyade Haly 
itſelf, The State of Venice and the Pope 
implored the Emperor's Aſſiſtance, * 

The Emperor, upon the Pope's. earn- 
eſt Application to him, deſired to be 
fully aſſured, that while his Arms ſhould 
be employed againſt the common Ene- 
my of Chriſtendom, the King of Spain 
ſhould not take that Opportunity to di- 
ſturb the Peace of Italy, and invade 
the Dominions his Imperial Majeſty poſ- 
ſeſs'd there. Whereupon the King of 
Spain being preſſed by the Pope to de- 
clare himſelf, did engage and promiſe 
abſolutely, by his Ambaſſadors, and his 
own Letters to the Popc, to obſerve 
5 C2 inviolably 


(20) 
inviolably the Treaty of Neutrality of 
italy, and eſpecially while the War with 
the Turks laſted, » 

The King of Spain ſeconded this Pra- 
mile, ith an Offer to ſend a Squa- 
dron of Men of War againſt the Turks, 
provided a Subſidy were granted him on 
the Revenues of the Clergy of his Do- 
minions for defraying the Expence, The 
Pope being very deſirous to augment the 
Chriſtian Fleet, readily granted an ex» 
traordinary Subſidy to be levied on the 
Clergy of Spain and of the Indies. Ac- 
cordingly the King of Spain ſent a Squa» 
dron into the Zevant in 1716. 

In 1717, very formidable Preparati- 
ons were made at Barcelona, under the 
ſame Pretext of aſſiſting the Yenetians. 

But the Stores for Land-Service ſhipped 
on the Fleet, with the Imbarkation of 
a large Number of Troops, giving Ground 
to ſulpeck the Court of Hain of ſome 
other Deſign, Mr. Bubb did, by the King 
his Maſter's Order, deliver the following 
Memorial to the Cathalick King, the 
26th of Auguſt 1719. | 

HE underwritten Envoy Extraor- 

dinary and Pleni ge of the 
King of Great Britain, Orders to re- 
preſent to his Catholick # Majgly. 


That 


(21) 
That. the King his Maſter having re- 
cerved Advice from divers Parts, that his 


Catholick Majeſty has made and continues to 


make a Naval Armament, Imbarkations of 
Troops, and many other Preparations for an 
Enterprize of. War ; the moſt foncere and 
cordial Friendſhip which makes him intereſt 
or 32 yew” concerns his 5 Ma- 
efty, and the rfef# Efteem and Aﬀec- 
* which he has 52 20 Royal Perſon, 2 
obliged him in à Caſe of ſuch Importance to 
the Peace of all Europe, to direct his ſaid 
Envoy Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary 
o defire bis Catholick Majeſty, in bis Name, 
to be pleaſed to give him that Mark of his 
nce, as to explain to him what' the 
Views are which he propoſes to himſelf in the 
Preparations he cauſes to be made. 
And as the King his Maſter cannot, 
2vithout the deepeſt and moſt ſenſible Concern, 
hook upon any Action which may in any Man- 
ner whatever affett in the 


Iby defires ta perpetuate between the two 
Mo he uy * — his ſad Envoy Ex- 
traordinary and ar woot to repreſent 
moſt humbly to his Catholick Majeſty, the 
great Uneaſineſs which thoſe Preparations 
give him, on Account of the Obligations he is 
under (jointly with France) for the Tran- 
quility of Italy; as alſo on Account of the 
a A 


| t that moſt 
tritt and cordial Union which he ſo ardent- 


m—_— — * 


as) 
Engagements he has entered into with the 
Auguſt Houſe of Auſtria, which poſſefe 
ſes a confiderable Part of that Country, 
which Engagements the ſaid Envoy Extra- 
ordinary and Plenipotentiary had the Ho- 
nour to communicate to his Catholick Majeſty 
Din July 1716]; and it would be with the ut- 
moſt Repugnance and Grief that the King 
his Maſter ' ſhould fee his Part requi- 
red of him on thoſe Points by any of” 
the Princes concerned. Wherefore the 
ſaid Envoy Extraordinary and Plenipo- 
tentiary has Orders molt reſpectſully to 
beſeech his Catholick Majeſiy, to be 
Pleaſed to ſpare the King bis Maſter 
that Grief, in what be ſball under- 
tale; and he flatters himſelf from his 
Catbolick Majeſty's known Goodneſs and 
Piety, that 2 will be prevai ed with 
to take Meaſures for confirming and 
rpetuating the Quiet of Europe, ra- 
her than 72 22 HS In which 
Caſe his Catholick Majeſty will al- 
ways find in the King bis Maſter all 
the Diſpo/itions of a Prince filled with 
a generous Gaod-pill to the publick 
Felicity, and with a molt cordial and 
particular Frienaſbip and Affection for 
his Catholic Majeſty. ys 
This Memorial was anſwered the 
7th of September (when it was. known 
2 at 
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at Madrid that the Spaniards had landed 
in Sardinia) by a Letter from the 
Marqueſs de Grimaldo Secretary of 
State; in which that Enterprize was 
juſtified by Allegations of the Empe- 
ror's having firſt broke the Neutrality 
of [taly, and declared to be only a juſt Re- 
ſentment to which the Honour and Digni- 
ty of his Catholick Majeſty had promp- 
ted him. The Letter concludes thus, 

To the End all the World may know 
his Majeſty's Moderation, and that he 
will not take Advantage of a Time 
when the Archduke is engaged with 
the Turk, he has cauſed Aſſurances to 
be given to the Pope and to France, 
that his Majeſty will content himſelf 
with the Reſentment he has ſbegun and 
the Satisfaftiin he has taken on Sardi- 
nia; and that he will ſuſpend for the pre- 
ſent the tending of new Forces to Italy, 
which tis notorious to all the World 
are ready to be imbark'd; to give Time 
to the Powers of Europe to take their 
Meaſures, and to conirrve Expedients, 
Which may ſecure the Tranquility of 
Italy, on which depends the Balance of 
Europe. 

To juſtify to all Chriſtendom, as well 
as to his Britannic Majeſty, this Enter- 
prize on Sardinia, the King of Spain 
4 ordered 
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ordered the Marqueſs de Grimaldo to 
write a circular Letter by way of Manis 
feſto to all the Shih Miniſters at Fo- 
reign Courts, in which the Emperor's 
Contraventions or Infractions of the Con- 
vention for the Neutrality of Italy, and 
the Evacuation of Catalonia, rr (4 ſet 
forth as the principal Reaſons and Mo- 
tives of that Enterprize. (Though it was 
manifeſt that the rigorous Treatment of 
the Catalans, and obſtinately "denying 
them their ancient Privileges, created the 
chief Difficulties which retarded that 
Evacuation.) The Marqueſs alſo ap- 
plauded the King's Moderation in not 
falling dire upon Italy, which (he 
ſaid) — have been more for his * 
ſter's Aduantage. 

The 8 of this Letter were 
notified by the Span; Miniſters to the 
ſeveral Courts == they reſided 3 and 
at the Hague the Marquels Beretti 
Lands delivered to the States General, 
with a Copy of the ſaid Letter, a Me- 
morial of his own, the 21ſt of Septem- 
ber 1717, in which he declared what 
the Marqueſs de Grimaldo had before to 
Mr. Bubb, that the King would Jar the 
preſent ſtop at Sardinia. 

The King of Spain's Ru ture with 
the Emperour, by the Invaſion of Sar- 

dinia, 


I 
dinia, was at a very unlucky Juncture 
of Affairs. For, the Venetians being 
diſappointed of the Succours they had 
depended on from Spain, found them- 
ſelves too weak to act offenſively with 
ſufficient Vigour, againſt an Enemy who 
is never to be brought to Reaſon but by 
deciſive Victories. The Emperor was 
employing almoſt all his Forces in Hun- 
. gary; where, had the Turks been ſuc- 
ceſsful, it cannot be donbted the Spa- 
niards would have left no Means un- 
tried, to put 7taly into Combuſtion. 
But Providence ordered it, that Prince 
Eugene gave the Turks a total Defeat at 
Belgrade, ſome Days before the Spa- 
niards made their Deſcent on Sardinia. 
His Britannicłk Majeſty having repre- 
ſented to the King of Spain in the moſt 
earneſt and friendly Manner, his joint 
Obligations with France for the Neu- 
trality of Italy, and his own Engage- 
ments with the Houſe of Auſtria ; and 
the Marqueſs de Grimaldo having de- 
clared in the King of Spain's Name, 
that the Imbarkation of new Troops 
was deſigned for Italy, but that his 
Catholick Majeſty ſuſpending that Im- 
barkation, contented himſelf for the pre- 
ſent with Sardinia, leaving it to the 
Powers of Europe to take their Mea- 
—— D ſures, 
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ſares, and contrive Expedients, for ſe> 
curing. the Tranquility Italy, on which 
he underſtood the Balance of Europe ts 
depend; it is here proper to give a di- 
ſtinct Account of the Meaſures his Ma- 
jeſty took, and of the Ex pedients he 
concerted; for ſo great an End as that. 
. which, by the Mouth of his chief Mini- 
ſter, the King of Spain himſelf propoſed, 
and /eft to the Powers of Europe to con- 
trive Means for ſecuring. 
_ His Pr#tannick Majeſty, as engaged 
by. the Guaranty of the Neutrality, and 
by the ſubſequent. Treaty with the Em- 
perour, had a plain Office, which was to 
compel the Aggreſſor to reſtore what he 
had taken, and to forbear any further Vio- 
lation of that Neutrality. But he choſe 
rather to add to the Quality of Guarantee 
that of an impartial Mediator, who, with- 
out the leaſt Byaſs of Self- Intereſt might 
ſatisfy both Sides, cut up the Root of all 
Contention between them, and eſtabliſh 
Peace on a firm Foundation. 


It was the known Deſire and very 
much the Intereft of the King of Spain, 
that the, Emperour ſhould acknowledge 
his Right and Title to what the Treaty 
of Utrecht gave him of the Spaniſb Mo- 
narchy; and that his new Alliance b 

Marriage with the Houſe of Parma, 
n 3 made 


. 
made him very deſirous of the Succeſ- 
ſion of that Dutchy with that of Pla- 
centia, and alſo of Tuſcany; which he 
claimed by Inheritance, and the Empe- 
ror as Fiefs of the Empire. 

It could not be expected from the 
Emperor that he ſhould yield two ſuch 
Points, but principally the firſt, with- 
out ſome reaſonable Conſideration. Si- 
cily is acknowledged on all Sides to be 
the Key to Naples (of which the Em- 
peror was poſſeſſed) and ought naturally 
to go along with that Kingdom. The 
late King of France judged this ſo na- 
tnral and proper, that in his Scheme of 
the Peace of Uzrecht, he firſt offered Sa- 
Lily to the Emperor; this we are told 
by the Report of the Secret Commit- 
tee: But the Queen of England had ſer 
her Heart upon giving it to the Duke 
of Savoy. The Duke of Savoy declined 
the Offer, and ſhew'd great Averſion to 
it: Whereupon the Eng/ib Miniſtry aſ- 
tured him, that for the Support of har 
was propoſed, a ſufficient Fleet ſhould 
be furniſhed, and that his Royal High- 
neſs ſhould be guaranteed and protected 
againſt any Power that ſhould oppoſe 
this Project, or ſhould inſult” him for 
having enpebd the Offer: This at 
length prevailed with his Royal High- 
nei And her Majeſty procured the 

D 2 Ce ſſion 
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Ceſſion of that Iſland to him from Spain, 
and made herſelf Guarantee of that Cef- 
ſton. 

The only Equivalent that could well 
be contrived for the King of Sicily, was 
the giving him Sardinia, which had been 
taken from the Emperor. 

If theſe Diſpoſitions could be carried 
into Execution, his Majeſty had the 
greateſt Reaſon to think all the Parties 
concerned would be ſatisfied: For it was 
well known, if the Emperor would have 
renounced. his Claim to Spain and the 
Indies on one hand, and King Philip on 
the other weuld have given up to the 
Emperor, his Poſſeſſion of and Title to 
Sicily; that the Emperor would have 
acceeded to the Treaty of Utrecht, and 
ſo the Peace would then have been ge- 
neral; but, what is hardly credible, the 
Queen 8 Miniſters were the only Obſta- 
cle why it was not. 

The. Offence they had taken againſt 
the Emperor, for not coming readily in- 
to their deſtructive Meaſures for a Peace, 
and 'the Want they were in of a good 
Bribe for the Duke of Savoy, the * 
Prince they could ſeduce into a Deſer- 
tign of the Grand Alliance, made them 

AT in the monſtrous Reſolution they 
had taken, of oppoſing the Ceſſion of 
Sicily 
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Sicily to the Epe tho! the King of 
France for himſelf and Grandſon! had 
conſented to it. From the ſame Motives, 
tho' King Philip thought it neceſſary to 
a laſting Peace, that the Emperor ſhould 
renounce the Crown of Spain, the Eng- 
Ii Miniſters declined to ask it; as may 
be ſeen by the following Letter from 
Lord Dartmouth to Lord Lexington, 
dated the 7th of Nov. 172. 

The Queen commands me to acquaint 
yon, that the Succeſſion ta Spain and the 


Indies, in Caſe of Failure of the preſent 


King and his Iſue, is in ſuch binding Ex- 
Prefſions declared to devolve on the Houſe 
Savoy, and /o firm a Foundation is 
8 laid for the future Peace, where- 
the Crowns of Great Britain and 
France, Spain, and other Powers, are to 
be Guarantees, that her Majeſty has nat 


the leaſt Apprehenfion that ſuch. an Eg 


tabliſpment can ever be ſhaken by any 
Attempt of the Houſe of Auſtria, whoſe 
Renunciation in this Caſe fbe loołs upon 
as altogether uſeleſs and unneceſſary. 
Tour Excellency. by long Experience is [0 
N acquainted with the political Max- 

ſons, of the Court of F Vienna, that 1 am 

ent you will eafily fall in with the 
Ofinion we have here, that a Propo ul 


9 Fs Nature will ſerve As 40 * 
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the Emperor's Demands, and retard his 
coming into our Meaſures. But though 
the principal Arguments you are to urge, 
in order to diſſuade the King of Spain 
from inffting on this Point, is what I 
have already ſaid, that it is intirely 
unneceſſary ; it is however proper your 
Excellency ſbould be informed, that her 
Majeſty thinks it might be attended with 
il Conſequences ; for as there is great 
Probability the Emperor would refuſe it, 
ſuch Refuſal might involve her in new 
 Diffculties and Diſputes with. that 
Prince, which her Majelty defires to 
avoid. Fo TED, þ 

Thus to carry on their own particular 
Views, and to avoid being asked any 
ſonable Conſideration by the Emperor 
\or ſuch a Renunciation as King Philip 
equired, Queen Anne's Miniſters ad vi- 
ſed her rather to let the Deciſion of all 
future Diſputes that might happen be- 
tween the Emperor and the King of 
Spain (Who in the Syſtem they had 
caſt things, were mever to own and 
treat with each other) or in other Words, 
the Quiet of Italy, and in Conſequence 
that of Chriſtendom, reſt wholly upon 

Her Guaranty of the Neutrality, 
The firſt Conſequence of the Crown 
of Great Britains Guaranty of that 
Conyention 


(31) 
Convention, was the Nation's being at 
the Charge of ſending a Squadron to 
the Coaſt of Catalonia under Sir Fames 
Wiſhart, on ſo ſhameful an Office as that 
of compelling the Catalans to ſubmit 
without Terms; after our Queen had 
excited them to take up Arms and aſ- 
ſert their ancient Liberties, ſolemnly 
promiſing them her Protection, and never 
to abandon them, | 

Another inevitable Conſequence of 
this, as will appear by the Sequel, was 
the ſending of Sir George Byng with a 
Fleet into the Mediterranean, upon the 
Crown of Spains raiſing new Broils by 
taking Sardinia, and fitting out an Ar- 
mada, with a Land-Army, for further 
Enterprizes. 

It was apparent by what had paſſed, 
that there would never long be Peace 
between the Emperor and the King of 
Spain, while both their Claims to he 
ſame Crown were kept open; that when- 

ever either of them ſhould happen to be 
engaged another Way, they would be 
taking Advantage of it to diſtreſs each 
other on the Side of Italy. And there 
would be no End of the Charge' and 
Trouble of Great Britain's Interpoſiti- 
on, and of the Ill-will which one of the 
Parties would conſtantly entertain againſt 
our 
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our Crown as often as it ſhould interpoſe. 
To exterminate therefore theſe Inconve- 
niences at once, and lay the Foundation 
of a laſting Peace, his Majeſty reſolved 
to uſe his Endeavours to perſuade the 
Emperor to make a formal Renunciation 
for himſelf and Poſterity, of all Claim 
or Title to the Crown of Spain, and to 
approve of ſuch Diſpoſitions as have 
been mentioned, for ſatisfying the ſe- 
veral Parties concerned. | 

His Majeſty having upon this ſtrong 
Plan concerted Articles of a Treaty with 
France the other chief ContraQtor for the 
Neutrality, communicated them early to 
the Emperor, to the King of Spain, and 
to the King of Sicily; and to make the 
Baſis of the future Peace of Europe the 


wider, the States General were from the 


Beginning invited into this Treaty, called 
the Quadruple Alliance. 

The Emperor came into it, but not 
without ſome Regret ; for, the Auſtrian 
Family had never, on any Occaſion, re- 
nounced the Succeſſion of the Span; 
Monarchy, and therefore deemed their 


Claim to be always entire; whereas the 


Bourbon Family, on the Marriage of 
Lewis XIV with the Infanta of Spain, 
having ſolemnly renounced all Preten- 
ſions to that Succeſſion, was thought at 

the 
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the Court of Vienna to hold that Monat 
chy by no other Title than Pofleffion, 
Now tho* the Auſtrians had loſt "the 
Poſſeſſion, they were willing to preſerve 
the Right. It was of hard Digeſtion there- 
fore, to diſclaim that Right by an abſo- 
lute Renunciation. The Spany# Gran- 
dees and other Perſons of Note, who 
had loft all they had in Spain for aſſert- 
ing the Emperor's Right there in Arms, 
and had retired to Picks and been 
received into the Emperor's Councils, 
could not without extreme Reluctance 
ſee that Right given up. The King of 
Spain had indeed gained ſome Advantage 
by attacking the Emperor while he was 
at War with the Turks ; But the Em- 
peror had now brought that Enemy to 
yield to his own Terms of Peace; in 
Conſequence of which his Arms would 
ſoon be at Liberty to purſue his Re- 
ſentments on the Side of italy. How- 
ever, the Emperor was prevailed with 
by his Majeſty to become a Party to 
this Treaty. And on the ſame, or ra- 
ther eaſier, Terms, he might have been 
made a Party to the Treaty at Utrecht... 
But the Court of Spain being poſſeſs d 
with the Spirit of Conquering, Tho' all 
his Majeſty's Proceedings were fairly and 
ayowedly communicated to them from 
ef time 
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time to time, and they were urged in 
the, moſt carneſt Manner to approve 
them; tho' all poſſible Demonſtrations 
were given them, that the King had gone 
the utmoſt Lengths to ſettle every thing 
to their Advantage as much as poſlible ; 
and that. the Relation in Point of Com- 
merce between the two Nations, was 
never out of his Thoughts, and had as 
much Influence on him as in any Degree 
It ought; Yet in Return, nothing could 
be obtained, but ſometimes feigned Ad- 
vances, at others haughty Defiances, at 
others mutter'd Menaces of -Attempts 
againſt his» Majeſty's Government, all 
ending in rejecting obſtinately and diſ- 
daintully the Treaty propoſed, [till Ja- 
nuary 1720, 1 6 
1 ſhould obſerve, that the lofty and 
moroſe Carriage of the S to- 
wards the En liſß, began ſoon after the 
Treaty of Utrecht was concluded. The 
„ $4 World 


. * The Treaty of Quadruple Alliance was ſigned at Pa- 
\ 77s on the Part of bows the 18th of Fab N. re 8: By 
1 the Emperor's Miniſters, at HMeſiminſter, the 2d of Auguſi, 

| N. S. the ſame Year : The Acceſſion of the King of Has. 

dinia [the Title given him by the Treaty] was ſigned by 
| his Miniſters at London the 8th of Nowember M. S. the ſame 
_ Year: Ihe Reſolution of the States General for their Ac- 
| | cefſion to it, paſs'd at the Hague the 7th of February N. S. 
1719 : But it was not till the 2oth of January N. S. 
1720, that the King of Spain ſigned at Madrid his Accep- 


tation of the ſaid Treaty of Quadruple Alliance. n 
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World thought the Court of Spain Was 
exceedingly beholden to ours for the 
Acquiſitions which, by the Intervention 
of the Queen's Miniſters, were aſſured to 
them by that Treaty. But, it ſhould 
ſeem, ſome diftaſteful Ingredient or 
other that was mixt with thoſe” agree- 
able Terms, did ſo diſguſt them, that 
they could not long repreſs their III 
Humour. We can only ſay here in 
general, for the Particulars would make 
a long Narrative, that the Br Mer- 
chants in all the Spaniſb Ports, were 
treated ſo vexatiouſly in their Commerce, 
as conſtrained them to apply continually 
for Redreſs to our Miniſters at Madrid - 
? And 'tis not to be imagined how many 
Offices were paſs'd, how many Memo- 
rials deliver'd from time to time, with- 
out Effect; till a new Treaty of Com- 
merce, between Great Britain and Spain, 
in December 1715, was concluded by 
Mr. Bubb. Nor did this Treaty reſtrain 
the Court of Spain long; for no ſooner 
had they framed their Schemes of "naval 
and military Expeditions, to violate the 
Neatrality of tal, than they renewed 
their ill Treatment of our Merchants, 
in various Inſtances, with greater Haugh- 
tineſs and Violence. 
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But to proceed in our Narration. His 
Majeſty, to ſupport, and inforce his In- 
ſtances by a naval Strength, cauſed a 
Squadron to be fitted out for the Melli- 
terranean, that he might in all Events be 
ready to diſcharge the Part of a Guaran- 
tee, ſhould his Mediation be rejected. 

In every Step, in every Point, his 
Majeſty proceeded with Candour and 
Dignity; but in none more, than in 
ſending the Squadron under Sir George 
Byng into the Mediterranean, 

It was no Secret, that during the 
Winter after the King of Spain had de- 
clared he would ſtop at Sardinia, the 
utmoſt Diligence was uſed to increaſe 
his Land Forces, and to augment his 
Fleet. He had begun the War upon 
the Emperor by attacking and taking 
Sardinia; his Declaration that he would 
ſtop there for the preſent, implied, that 
if he did go an again, it was to carry 
the War into Italy; his Secretary of 
State had own'd to all the Courts of 
Eurape, that the Forces which were to 
have embarked at Barcelona, but upon 
his Maſter's ſaid Declaration were coun- 
termanded, were geigned for Italy. 

His Britannick Majeſty having fre- 
quently put the Court of Madrid. in 
mind of his Engagements for the Neu- 

trality 
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trality of [tal a, and with the Houſe of 
Auf. . and finding no Manner of Re- 
- had to his Repreſgntations and good 
Offices, was obliged by thoſe new and 
extraordinary Preparations in S$parn, to 
exert at laſt with due Vigour the only 
human Means left, by which a Stop 
could poſſibly be put to the carrying 
of the War into Italy. | 
The fitting out a ſtrong Squadron for 
the Mediterranean, alarmed the Court. 
of Spain; and the Marqueſs de Monte- 
leone at London was ordered. to deliver a 
Memorial on that Subject in his Catholick. 
Majeſty's Name, which he preſented 
accordingly to one of the Secretaries 
of mis the 18th of March, 1717-18. 
In it he ſet forth how neceſſary it 
was to know the Intentions of his 
Britannick Majeſty, and to require 4 
ſpeedy Explication, ſo juſt and ſo natu- 
ral between two great Kings and two 
Nations, wvho have the fame Advan- 
tage in preſerving the good _— 
gence, Union, and Frie tht” 99g <4 
eſtabliſhed betaween them, t be had 
4 Conference on this Sub je the 4575 
of January with my Lord Stanhope, 
who took Notice to him of the Con- 
queſt of Sardinia, and the  Likelyhood 
of a War coming on in Italy ; _ 
W. Fa 
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his Britannick Majeſty could not fore- 
ſee whether he ſhould not be under an 
indi penſible Neceſſity to ſend the Squa- 
Aron into the Mediterranean; that on 
the one Hand the Marqueſs could not 
be Ignorant of the Engagements Eng- 
land nas in by a Treaty of Alliance 
made with the Archduke in which 
the Guaranty of the Dominions he poſ- 
ſeſſed in Italy, was ſtipulated; and 
that on the other Hand his Britan- 
nick Majeſty, his Miniſters and the 
whole Nation, had nothing ſo much 
at Heart as the maintaining Peace 
and good Correſpondence with Spain ; 
that for this End his Majeſty was 
endeavouring in Concert with France, 
to contriue Means of an Accommotdati- 
on between the Courts of Spain and 
Vienna, thereby to prevent the Re- 
kindling of the War in Italy, and in Con- 
ſequence generally throughout Europe ; 
laſily, that the Marqueſs might conclude 
from his Majeſty's Prudence, that far 
from declaring himſelf a Party, he would 
ſeek to make himſelf a Mediator. 

The Marqueſs having thus recounted 
Lord $tanhope's Diſcourſe, (which one 
would think was open and explanatory 
enough,) proceeds in the ſame Memorial 
to this plain Declaration and —_— | 

is © 
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His Catholick Majeſiy has ordered 
me to declare, that if by any incom- 


prehenſible Fatality the Reſolution of 


Leading the ſaid Squadron into the 
"Mediterranean be perfſted in, his Ma- 


feſty will be obliged to take Meaſures, 


contrary to his Inclinations. and to his 
real Deſires, which will always be 
to preſerve perfet# Intelligence with 
England. Jour Excellency mult be- 
Hieve, that ſor my own Part, I Gould 
be extremely mortified, if ſuch an un- 
ſeaſonable thing ould be done; be- 
cauſe I foreſee, that T ſhould infallibly 
be deprrved of the Honour of ſtaying 
at his Britannick Majeſty's Court, and 
te obliged to depart Coulda the Dig- 
nity Y che Ki 5 my Maſter not permit- 
ting his Mayeſt 7 to leave a Miniſter in 
a Court which jbould take Party jo 
openly in Favour of his Enemies. 

It was generally known that what the 
Marqueſs had publickly given out 
beforehand of this Memorial, gave Oc- 
caſion to a Meſſage from his Majeſty to 
the Houſe of Commons the 17th of 
March 1717-18, in the following Words. 


GEORGE R. 
H IS Majeſty being at preſent en- 


gaged in ſeveral Negotiations of | 


the army Concern to the 4 re 


of 


_ 
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1 theſe Kingdoms, and the Prangui- 
t Europe, and having lately re- 
cerved Information from Abroad, whych 
makes him judge that it will give 
Weight to bis Endeavours if a Naval 
— be employed where it fball be 
neceſſary, does think fit to acquaint 
this Houſe therewith ; not doubting 
but that in caſe be ſhould 7 obliged, at 
this Critical Functure, exceed the 
Number of Men * this Year 
for the Sea Service, the Houſe will at 
their next Meeting provide for 0 
3 
Upon which the Houſe reſolved, | 
THAT an humble Addreſi be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty, to return bis 
Moth the Thanks of the Houſe for 
his unwearied Endeavours to promote 
the Welfare of his Kingdoms, and to 
preſerve the Tranquility of Europe; 
and to aſſure His Majeſty, that the 
Houſe will make good ſuch Exceedings 
of Men for the Sea Service of the Year 
1718, as His Majefly in his Royal 
Wiſdom ſhall find "neceſſary to obtain 
thoſe defirable Ends. 
Sir George Byng, with the Fleet un- 
der his Command, failed from St. Helens 
the gt of June 1718. g 


The 


\ 


Cans: 
The Spaniſb Fleet with their Land 
Forces failed = Barcelona the S of 


— 


June. The Expedition they went up- 


on was not known, till it was executed 
by a Deſcent upon Sicily, the 45. 
In the mean while, the moſt earneſt 
Sollicitations were continued at Madrid 
by Colonel Stanhope | now Lord Har- 
rington] for preventing all the Conſe- 
quences of that Court's proceeding to 
new Hoſtilities, and for diſpoſing them 
to Peace. 7 
Sir George Byng arriving off Cape St. 

Vincent the 2 of Fune, ſent forward 
a Ship to Cadiz,. with an Officer who 
carried a Letter to Colonel & anhope, in 

which he wrote to this Effect. 
I dejire you will give me Leave by you 
to acquaint bis Catholick Majeſty of 
my Arrival with the Fleet in theſe 
Parts in Way to the Mediterra- 
nean, and that I am inſtrufted in the 
King my Maſter's Name, to promote all 
Meaſures that may contribute to the 
compoſing all Differences that have ari- 
ſen betæbeen his Catholick Majeſty and 
the Emperor. But if his Catholick Ma- 
jeſty all not pleaſe to accept 4 the 
Mediation of our Maſter, nor his friend- 
ly Offices, but W in the AO 
WE” oe thai 
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that his Troops hall attack the Empe- 
ror's e Italy, J yh 
acquaint you, Sir, that in that Caſe 1 
am commanded by the King our Maſter, 
to uſe all the Power of his Fleet and 
Forces with me to maintain {as much 
as is poſſible for me to do) the Neutrality 
Italy, and defend the Emperor's Ter- 
ritories therein, by oppoſing all Force 
that ſhall endeavour to attack him in 
his Dominions there. 

Upon the Receipt of this Letter, Co- 
lonel Stanhope applied afreſh to Cardinal 
Alberont : Repreſented to him the great 
Attention the King his Maſter had al- 
ways had to the Honour and Intereſt of 
his Catholick Majeſty, of which it was 
zmpoſſible to give greater Proofs than he 
had done by his unzwearied Endeavours 
through the whole Courſe of the Negocia» 
tion for Peace, to procure the moſt ad- 
vantageous Conditions poſſible for Spain, 
in which he had ſuiceeded even beyond 
chat any unprejudiced Per ſon could have 
hoped for; and that although by the 
Treaty of Utrecht for the Neutrality o 
Italy, which cwas entred into at t 
Requeſt of the King of Spain, as alſo by 

that at Weſtminſter of the 25th of May 

1716, his Majeſty found himſelf ge, 
88 ge 
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9 
ged to defend the Emperor's Dominions 
chen attacked, he had hitherto aged 
only as a Mediator; though ever ſince 
the Enterprize againſt Sardinia, by his 
Treaties he became a Party in the War, 
and for a Tear paſt had been ſtrongly cal- 
led upon by the Emperor to comply with 
thoſe Engagements But that even now, 
Then it as impoſſible for him to delay 
any longer the Aaling is Fleet into the 
Mediterranean, it plainly appeared by 
Sir George Byng's Letter, which he de- 
livered to the Cardinal to be communi- 
cated to the Catholick King, that his 
Majeſty had Nothing more at Heart, 
than that his Fleet might be employed in 
promoting the Intereſts of the King of 
Spain, and hoped his Catholick Majeſty 
would not by refuſing to recall his Troops, 
or to conſent to a Ceſſation of Arms, put 
it out of his Power to grve all the Proofs 
of the ſincere Frienaſbip he always defired 
to cultivate with his Catholick Majeſty. 
The Cardinal declared roundly, Tha# 
he could aſſure him, the King of Spain 
ould run all Hagards, i, epen be © 
driven aut of Spain, befire he would 
recall his Troops or conſent to a Suf- 
penſion % Arms; and that therefore 
if Sir Gree Bngs Orders were ſuch 
2 436 
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as were contained in that Letter, he 
(Sir George) had nothing to do but to 
obey them: He added, that the Spa- 
niards vere not to be frighted, — 
that he was ſo well convinced of their 
Fleet's doing their Duty, that tho Sir 
George Could think fit to attack them, 
he ſhould be in no Pain for the Succeſs. 
The Cardinal, however, took Sir 
George's Letter to lay before the King, 
promiſing to let the Colonel know His 
Majeſty's Reſolution upon it within two 
Days; but after a Delay of nine, he then 
only repeated from the King what he 
himſelf had ſaid before, by theſe Words 
written under that Letter. 
H IS Catholick Majeſty has done me the 
Honour to ell” me, that the Che- 
valier Byng may execute the Orders 
which he 1 1 the King bis Maſter. 


Eſcurial, July 1718. 
The Cardinal Alberoni. 
A laſt Effort was made by Earl Stan- 
hope, who arrived at the Court of Spain 
on the = of Auguſt, and that Even- 
ing had, by Appointment, a Jong Con- 
ference with Cardinal Alberoni But in 
that, and ſeveral other Conferences, he 
found the Spaniſh Miniſtry immoveable, 
and could not by the moſt preſſing Ar- 
| guments 
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guments prevail with them to hearken 
to a Negociation. So after fourteen 
Days Stay, he took Leave of that 
Court on the 2 Auguſt and came away. 
The News of the Engagement off 
Sicily between the Britiſh and Spaniſh 
Fleets, did not come to Madrid till 
eleven Days after Earl S!anhope's De- 
parture. ; | 

Sir George Byng proceeding up the 
Streights to Naples, found, that the 
King of Spain's Fleet and Army, which 
had the Year before begun the War 
againſt the Emperor at Sardinia, were 


actually going on with that War, and 


endeavouring to poſſeſs themſelves of 
Sicily in their Way to Naples; where- 
upon he wrote a Letter the . 
to the Marqueſs de Lede in theſe Terms. 
His Catholick Majeſily the King of 
Spain making warlike Preparations 
for attacking Italy, and having already 
actually ſeized on Part of Sicily 
without any War declared againſt 
that Kingdom — the Conſequence 0 
which may be followed with further 
Deſigns to invade the Kingdom of Na- 
' ples. I /end this Gentleman Mr. Saun- 
ders, who is my firſt Captain, to wait 
upon your Excellency with the Tenders 


of 


1 
0 beſt Offices for promoting the 
Tunes that SA 9 for 
ſettling Peace in this Part of Europe. 
If they ſball be accepted on the Part 
V Spain, my Endeavours hall be like- 
wiſe uſed with the Vice-Roy of Naples, and 
the other Generals and Miniſters of the Em- 
peror in Italy, for compoſing the Differences 
that have ariſen. A Suſpenſion of Arms 
and Forbearance of all Ads of Heſtihties 
on all Sides being abſolutely neceſſary for ſet- 
ting on foot proper Negotiations of Peace, 
Ido, in my Maſter's Name, propoſe to your 
Excellency, that there be an immediate Ceſc 
ſation -of Arms, and a Forbearance of all 
Acts Haſtilities on all Sides for the Space of 
tuo Months, in which Time it is to be hoped, 
that (to prevent all the Devaſtation and 
Miſery that muſt conſequently happen in 
Countries where the War will otherwiſe be 
carried on) the ſeveral Courts may come ta 
amicable Reſolutions for ſettling a ſolid and 
laſting Peace, by which all Chriſtendom 
may once more enjoy the Repoſe it formerly 
had. Tf I ſhall not be ſo happy, by the Of- 
fer of my Service, or by being 1 aver? 
in bringing about ſo defirable a Work, yet I 
will hope I ſhall merit your Excellency's 
Efteem in the other Part of my Maſter's 
Orders, which are to uſe the Force of his 
Fleet, 
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Eleet, to prevent all further Attempts that 


"ſhall be made to diſturb the Neutrality and 


Guaranties the King my Maſter flands en- 
gaged to defend. And as the preſent Cir- 
cumſtance of Affairs will not admit of any 
Delay, I muſt defire your Excellency's imme- 
diate Anſwer to this Repreſentation. ; 

The next Day the Marqueſs de Leds 
returned a Letter with proper Compli- 
ments, but in anſwer to Sir George's 


Propoſition, he declared expreſsly, That he 


had no Powers to treat of Peace, and could 
not of Conſequence agree to any Suſpenfion of 
Arms; but ſhould follow his Orders, which 
were to ſeize on Sicily for his Maſter the 
King of Spain. | 


Ihe Engagement with the Spanyb Ar- 


nada enſued, on the 352. 

It is plain from the Dates which haye 
been diſtinctly given, that Earl Stanhope 
did not arrive at the Court of Spain, till 
the Day after Sir George Byng had 
ſtruck the Blow off Sicily. As to which 
Circumſtance let it be confider'd, That 
King George had order d Sir George Byng 


to fail to the Mediterranean, and Earl 


Stanhope to go by Land to Madrid, as 


ſoon. as the neceſſary Preparations for the 
firſt could well be made, and as ſoon as 


the Buſineſs which the latter was to ad- 
| juſt 
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juſt at Verſailles in his Way through 
France could be diſpatch'd. His Ma- Þ 
jeſty was not Maſter of the Time when 
the one might arrive in the Mediterra- 
nenn, and the other at Madrid. But the 
Spaniards were Maſters of their own 
Time, and of their own Deſigns, however 
ſecret they kept them from others; and 
wanted no Intelligence of our Counſels 
and Proceedings, of which we made no 
Secret ; and accordingly, having begun 
their Preparations early in the Winter, 
they haſtned out their Armada and 
Land-Forces, fo as to render all preven- 
lde Interpoſition too late. 

It is true, our declaring War in Form 
beforehand, was not obſerved : Which 
we need not excuſe, by urging that Spain 
had invaded two Kingdoms by Surprize, 
and without any previous Declaration of 
War : His Britannick Majeſty did not 
want to be juſtified by Example; It is 
demonſtrable, that it was impoſſible for 

' the Court of Great Britain to proceed 
with that of Spazn, in any Way more 
explicitly declaratory of War, than was 
done. For, fo early as Auguſt 1717, 
Mr. Hubb ſignified to the Span; Mini- 
ſtry, The great Uneafineſs which the Prepa- 
rations [at Barcelona] gave, on Account bd 
- rhe 
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the Obligations his Britannick Majeſty abus 
under (jointly with France for the Trans 


quility of Italy, as alſo on Account of the En- 


gagements he had entred into with the Houſe 
of Auſtria, which poſſeſſes a confiderable Part 
of that Country, which Engagements had 
been communicated to his Catholick Majeſty 


in 1716, and it would be with the utmoſt 


Repugnance and Grief, that bis Britannick 
Majeſty ſhould ſee his Part required of bim 
on thoſe Points by any f the Princes con- 
i e een 
And does not the Marqueſs de Monte 
leones Memorial of the 18th of March, 
1717-18, inform us, that Lord Stanhope, 
in Diſcourſe, took. Notice to him of the 
Conqueſt of Sardinia, and the Likelihood 
of 4 War coming on in Italy; that bis 
Britannick Majeſty could not foreſee 
whether he ſhould not be under an indi/= 
penfible Neceſſity to ſend the Squadron 
into the Mediterranean; and that the 
Margueſs could not be ignorant of the 
Engagements England was in by 4 
Treaty of Alliance made with the Em- 
peror, in which the Guaranty of the Do- 
minions. be poſſeſſed in Italy was fi- 
pulated? "YE | 
Does not the Marqueſs himſelf de- 
elare expreſly by that n That 1 


% 
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any incomprehenſible Fatality, the Re- 
2 of ſending the Squadron into the 
Mediterranean Tere perſiſted in, his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty quould be obliged to take 
Meaſures, contrary to his Inclinations 
and to his real Defres of preſerving per- 
felt Intelligence with England? 

Laſily, His Majeſty's Meſſage to the 
Houſe of Commons, and their Vote upon 
it, were on the 17th of March 1717-18. 
All theſe open Intimations (to which 
might be added thoſe more private ones, 
of Sir George Byng's Letter to Col. Stan- 
hope at the Court of Madrid, the Colonel's 
plain Repreſentations there; and Cardinal 
Alberont's final Declaration :) J fay theſe 
open Intimations, at different Times, 
being really ſo many conditional Decla- 
rations of War, was all the Declaration 
of War that the Nature of the Caſe 
would admit. The Court of Spain 
had not declared what Expedition 'their 
Armada and Land Forces would go up- 
on; that Court knew a Britiſß Squadron 
had been fitted out, and knew it to be 
for effectually maintaining the Guaranty 
for the Neutrality of Italy; Sir George 

 Byng. ſails, actually takes the Spaniards 
in the very Fact of carrying on the 
War in Breach of that Neutrality, in the 

I very 


(51) 
very Fact of ſeizing a Kingdom which 
Queen Anne put under the Guaranty of 
the Brits Crown; the Marqueſs de 
Lede would not, upon his Propoſition, 
deſiſt ; ſo Action followed of Courſe. 
Thus every Thing paſſed in all the Forms 
that could poſſibly be uſed. And thus 
it came naturally to paſs, that the War 
with Spain made itſelf (if J may uſe an 
Expreſſion like that Queen Anne did of 
her Peace,) by the Spaniſb Miniſtry's 
impetuous and precipitate Parti of the 
Meaſures they had formed, and by the 
Neceſſity of Sir George Byng's interpo- 
ſing with Force at the very Juncture and 
Inſtant he did: And as there was no 
Time for ſaying more, or acting other- 
wiſe, than one Power choſe to do, and 
the other could not avoid; ſo there want- 
ed no Ex plication of each other's Deſigns, 
for they were underſtood and avowed on 
both Sides; and conſequently neither was 
deceived, neither could be ſurprized by 
the other. 8 
But the beſt Defence of King George, 

before God and Man, is, that he uſed 
proper Means to make up all Diſputes, 
and adjuſt all Pretenſions, by Negociation 
and Treaty; to prevent the Waſte of hu- 
man Blood, and the other infinite Mi- 

9 ſeries 
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ſeries of War. The ſeveral Miniſters his 
Majeſty employed at the Court of Ma- 
grid, did, from Time to Time, with the 
greateſt Earneſtneſs and the moſt preſſing 
Arguments, ſollicit that Court to yield 
to the ſetting on Foot a Treaty for com- 
poſing all Differences in an amicable 
Way: But all in vain: At laſt therefore 
it became neceſſary to ſend Sir George 
Byng with a Fleet. And could any Ar- 
guments have prevailed upon the Court 
of Spain to make one Step towards a Trea- 
ty; to agree to a Forbearance of Hoſtili- 
ties if not yet begun, or to a Ceſſation 
of Arms if begun, but for two Months, to 
give ſome Time to the ſeveral Courts to 
come to amicable Reſolutions towards 
ſettling a ſolid and laſting Peace: Had 
the Court of Spain, I ſay, vouchſafed to 
give Ear to any Propoſals, or to offer any 
themſelves, for beginning a Negociation 
that might have the Appearance of tend- 
ing to Peace, the Fleet under Sir George 
Byng, as large and as expenſive as it was, 
would no doubt have been a pacifick one, 
and lain unactive in the Mediterranean, 
ſo long at leaſt as till it could be ſeen 
and judged whether that Negociation 
would come to a good Iſſue or not, 


(33) | 
1 thought this plain Deduction of 
Affairs, from the Treaty of Utrecht to this 
remarkable Tranſaction, the more neceſ- 
fary, becauſe I find it very little at- 
tended to or underſtood ; and that for 
want of it this Tranſaction has by man 
been repreſented as indefenſible in itſelf, 
and the Cauſe of all the ill Blood that has 
ſubſiſted between the two Nations ever 
ſince. Whereas when things are ſet in 
their true Light, it muſt be allowed by 
all Impartial Perſons, that this Tranſ- 
action was juſt and neceſſary in itſelf, 
as things then ſtood, and the unavoidable 
Conſequence of the ill Situation the Afairs 
of Europe were thrown into by the Eng- 
liſh Miniſters at the Treaty of Utrecht, 
And it is eaſy to ſhew, by the cleareſt 
Connection of Things one with another, 
that to the unhappy Situation into which 
Affairs were then caſt, are owing all the 
Inconveniences our Nation has felt fince 
the Acceſſion of the preſent Royal Fa- 
mily to the Throne, all the Conteſts 
with Spazn in which we have been in- 
vol ved, and all the Exils our T rade has 
fo long ſuffered. | 
It might be judged a great Omiſſion, 


not to take Notice, That on the 19th of 


rener, 1721, the Action of Sir George 
Byng 


W 


1 


(54) 
Byng againſt the Spaniſh Fleet came to be 
debated in a great Aſſembly. 
_ Die Martis, 19 Decembris, 1721. 
Tue Houſe (according to Order) pro- 
ceeded to take into further Conſideration 
his Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech from 
the Throne. | 1121 350 
; After Debate, the Queſtion WAs put, 
That an humble Addreſs be preſented to 
His Majeſty, humbly to deſire, that His 
34900 would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
give Orders to the proper O 7 that 
the Inſtructiuns given to Sir George 
Byng, (now Lord Viſcount Torrington) 
in relation to the Attion againſt the 
Spaniſh Fleet in the Mediterranean, may 
be laid before this Houſe. 
It was reſolved in the Negative. 
Diſſentient | a 
Firſt,. Becauſe not finding any Inſtance 
on Search of the Journals, we believe 
there is none, wherein a Motion for Ad- 
- mirals Inſtructions to be laid before the 
Houſe has been denied; but, on the con- 
trary, there are many. Precedents of In- 
ſtructions of a like Nature, and in ſtrong- 
er Caſes, as we conceive, addreſſed for 
by the Houſe, and ſeveral in Point for 
Inſtructions given to Admirals, particu- 
larly to Sir George Rook and Sir Clou- 
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defly Shovel: Nor does it ſeem to us 
at all material, whether the Conduct of 
ſuch Admirals had, or had not been bla- 
med before ſuch Inſtructions were asked 
for; ſince the Sight of Inſtructions may 
be previouſly and abſolutely neceſſary, to 
inform the Houſe, whether their Conduct 
be blameable, or not. . | 

Secondly, Becauſe we think it highly 
reaſonable, that thoſe Inſtructions ſhould 
be laid before this Houſe, upon which'the 
Action of the Britiſp againſt the Spanſ# 
Fleet in the Mediterranean was founded 
without any previous Declaration of War; 
and even whilſt a Britiſb Minifter a Se- 
cretary of State, was amicably treating 
at Madrid, which Court might juſtly 
conclude itſelf ſecure from any hoſtile 
Attack, during the Continuance of ſuch 
Negociation. OT 

Thirdly, Becauſe till we have a Sight 
of thoſe Inſtructions, and are able to 
judge of the Reaſons on which they are 
founded, the War with Spain, in which 
that Action of our Fleet involved us, 
does not appear to us ſo juſtifiable as we 
could wiſh; and yet it was plainly preju- 
dicial to the Nation in ſundry Reſpects; 
for it occaſioned an intire Interruption of 
our moſt valuable Commerce with Spain, 

at 
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at a Time when Great Britain needed 
all the Advantages of Peace, to extricate 
itſelf from that heavy national Debt, it 
lay under; and as it deprived us of the 
Friendſhip of Spain, not caſily to be re- 
trieved, ſo it gave our Rivals in Trade 
an Opportunity, to inſinuate themſelves 
into their Affections: And we conceive, 
that to that War alone is owing the ſtrict 
Union there is at preſent between the 
Crowns of France and Spain, which it 
was the Intereſt of Great Britain, to 
have kept always divided: An Union, 
which in its Conſequences may prove fa- 
tal to theſe Kingdoms. 

Nor does it appear that Great Britain 
has had any Fruits from this War, be- 
yond its being reſtored to the ſame Trade 
we had with Span, before we began it. 

Subſcribed by 19 Names. 


From what has been fairly laid before 
the Reader, he will have obſerved, I. The 
molt earneſt and diſintereſted Applications 
of the late King George to the Court of 
Spain, at the ſame Time that he ſent a 
Squadron into the Mediterranean, in or- 
der to have accommodated all Differences 
by peaceful Means, and to have prevented 
a War. II. The Opinion of ſeveral very 

| eminent 
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eminent Men in 1721, that a Britiſh Mi- 
niſtry ſhould uſe the extremeſt Caution 
to avoid a Rupture with Hain: And 
their Reaſons for that- Opinion delivered 
in very explicit Terms. Which Reaſons, 
ſtrong as they were then, no body needs 
be told have of late Years been full as 
Strong. | 
To prevent the War we are now in; 
the chief Perſons intruſted by his Majeſty 
in the preſent Adminiftration, purſuing 
the Example and Intentions of the lates 
King, and in Effe& conforming to the 
Sentiments of thoſe very eminent Men, 
having alſo the due Regard they ought to 
the Circumſtances of the ſeveral Powers 
of Europe, as well as to thoſe of our own 
Nation, - took all proper Methods to 
ſettle Things quietly with the Court of 
Madrid : And, Admiral Haddock being 
ſent with a Squadron into the Mediter- 
ranean, Means were found to adjuſt and 
ſettle peaceably with Spain in January 
1738-9, a Convention on ſuch Articles, 
as, had Spain with due Faith and Honour 
executed them, according to their true 
and full Tenour, might haye reſtored a 
perfet good Underſtanding and Friend: 
ſhip between the two Nations. That 
| H Con: 
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Convention was deliberately negociated 
and concluded at Madrid, by Plenipo- 
tentiaries, and ratified in Form by the 
Kings of Great Britain and Spain re- 
ſpectively. But the Spaniſh Court refuſed, 
when the Time agreed on came, to per- 
form the firſt Eſſential Stipulation, the 
only Earneſt or Security they could have 
given of their Diſpoſition to fulfill the 
reſt; and conſequently that Court wil- 
fully gave Beginning to this War, by ren- 
dring it abſolutely neceſſary for Great 
Britain to have Recourſe to Arms, His 
Majeſty's Condutt had all along been ſuch, 
that no Ally of Hain can pretend the 
Terms, which had been concluded, were 
impoſed on them with Inſolence and Ri- 
gour. On the contrary, the whole Procced- 
ing on His Majeſty's Side was ſo equitable 
and candid, that it cannot fail to have 
a proper Effect upon thoſe Allies Britain 
has alrcady, or may hope to gain, in the 
Courſe of the War, if need be. But 
what would not our foreign Enemies have 
faid, and what indeed might not our fo- 
reign Friends have ſaid, had we gone ab- 
ruptly to War, without trying what cauld 
be done amicably by Treaty! 
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